
 

 

Five Aspects of Life:  Indicators and Measures 
 

Indicators of Neighborhood Identity and Pride Definition Source 

        

Neighborhood Name Identification     

  
Sources of community information % of persons using each of 7 

sources 
resident survey 

  
Neighborhood name  consensus % of persons identifying with a 

common neighborhood name 
resident survey 

  

Perceived sense of community identity: Sense of Belonging Scale Mean rating on 7 item index (1-
10 scale, 10=maximum 
identity) 

resident survey 

Physical Appearance     

  
Homeownership % of housing units owner vs. 

renter occupied 
1990 Census, STF3 

  Vacant housing % of housing units vacant 1990 Census, STF3 

  Age of housing median year built 1990 Census, STF3 

  

Public housing public housing units as a % of 
total housing units 

Cuyahoga Metropolitan 
Housing Authority, 
Cuyahoga County Auditor 

  
Property distribution % residential, commercial, 

industrial 
Cuyahoga County Auditor 

  
Vacancy rate by property type % vacant: residential, 

commercial, industrial 
  

  
Condition of housing Mean rating (1-10 scale, 

10=excellent condition) 
resident survey 

  Condition of public spaces (parks, plazas, bus shelters) " resident survey 

  Condition of public property (street signs, lights) " resident survey 

  Condition of streets/sidewalks " resident survey 

  Condition of yards/lawn " resident survey 

  Condition of businesses/buildings " resident survey 

  Condition of neighborhood " resident survey 

  Physical Condition Index Mean rating  on 7 item index resident survey 

Civic Involvement      

  
Memberships or activity in local organizations/institutions 4 item index: mean % persons 

participating 
resident survey 

  
Resident participation in neighborhood affairs 2 item index: mean % persons 

participating 
resident survey 

  
Political participation  4 item index: mean % persons 

participating 
resident survey 

  
Overall Civic Involvement 10 item index: mean % persons 

participating 
resident survey 

Neighborhood Networks     

  
Density of neighborhood acquaintances  4 item index: % of persons 

acquainted with other residents 
resident survey 

  Friends/family in neighborhood mean number of friends/family  resident survey 

  

Perceived social cohesion of neighbors: Cohesiveness Scale Mean rating on 6 item index (1-
10 scale, 10=maximum 
cohesiveness) 

resident survey 

Capacity for Collective Action     

  

Perceived need to marshal diverse group support Mean ratings of perceived need 
for neighborhood governance 
and organizational collaboration 

resident survey 

  

Neighborhood's ability to achieve goals: Collective Action Scale Mean rating on 6 item index (1-
10 scale, 10=maximum 
endorsement of collective effort) 

resident survey 



 

 

 
Resident Mobility     

  
Resident neighborhood tenure Residents' average tenure in the 

neighborhood 
resident survey 

  

Perceived Resident Mobility Scale Mean rating on 2 item index (1-
10 scale, 10=maximum 
mobility) 

resident survey 

  

Mobility of public school students % of children in grades 1 to 4 
with a different address from 
one school year to the next 

Cleveland Municipal 
School District 

  

Individual mobility % of persons who moved 
between 1989 and 1990, and 
between 1985 and 1990 

1990 Census, STF3 

  
Household tenure % of households in current 

residence less than 10 years 
1990 Census, STF3 



 

 

 
Indicators of Economic Opportunity Definition Source 

Household Income     

  Household income median household income 1990 Census, STF3 

  
Household income ranges % of persons in each income 

category 
1990 Census, STF3; 
resident survey 

  Persons below poverty level % of persons below poverty 1990 Census, STF3 

  

Public assistance levels AFDC/OWF recipients/1000  Cuyahoga County 
Department of Human 
Services 

  

Food stamp usage food stamp recipients/1000 Cuyahoga County 
Department of Human 
Services 

Household Assets     

  
Homeownership status % of housing units owner vs. 

renter occupied 
1990 Census, STF3 

  
Housing values median assessed market value 

of single-family properties 
Cuyahoga County Auditor 

Housing Affordability     

  
Housing costs in relation to income  median monthly housing costs 

as a % of monthly income 
1990 Census, STF3 

  

Perception diversity of housing/income-levels: Mixed Housing 
Scale 

Mean rating on 3 item index (1-
10 scale, 10= maximum 
diversity) 

resident survey 

Resident Employment     

  

Perceived barriers to employment Identification of employment 
barriers by frequency of 
mention 

resident survey 

  Unemployment rate % unemployed 1990 Census, STF3 

  Labor force participation rate % not in labor force 1990 Census, STF3 

  
Full-time, year-round employment  % employed 50-52 weeks/year, 

35+ hours/week 
1990 Census, STF3 

  Youth labor force participation % age 16-19 in labor force 1990 Census, STF3 

  Youth unemployment rate % age 16-19 unemployed 1990 Census, STF3 

Job Accessibility     

  

Perceptions of job accessibility Mean ratings of neighborhood 
job availability and likelihood 
of finding a job 

resident survey 

  
Availability of regional job information Categories of job source 

information used by residents 
resident survey 

  
Availability of transportation to regional jobs Rankings of most frequently 

used forms of transportation 
resident survey 

  
Auto Access % of households with access to 

one or more automobiles 
1990 Census, STF3 

Neighborhood Business Activity     

  
Perception of business vitality: Business Vitality Scale Mean rating on 5 item index (1-

10 scale, 10=maximum vitality) 
resident survey 

  
Vacant commercial properties % of commercial properties 

vacant 
Cuyahoga County Auditor 

  
Value of commercial land median estimated market value 

of commercial properties 
Cuyahoga County Auditor 

  Neighborhood employment by industry total employment, 1st quarter ES202 

  
Neighborhood business establishments total number of establishments, 

1st quarter 
ES202 

  Neighborhood business payroll total payroll, 1st quarter ES202 



 

 

 
Neighborhood Investment     

  Property tax delinquencies % of properties tax delinquent Cuyahoga County Auditor 

  Land bank properties % of properties land banked Cuyahoga County Auditor 

Access to Capital     

  
Mortgage lending activity value of home purchase 

loans/total housing units 
Home Mortgage 
Disclosure Act (HMDA) 

  
Home improvement lending value of home improvement 

loans/total housing units 
Home Mortgage 
Disclosure Act (HMDA) 

  
Access to lending % home mortgage applications 

denied 
Home Mortgage 
Disclosure Act (HMDA) 

  
Loan stability % of home mortgage loans that 

are conventional  
Home Mortgage 
Disclosure Act (HMDA) 

  

Perceived accessibility of capital Mean rating (1-10 scale, 
10=maximum agreement that 
residents can quality for loans) 

resident survey 



 

 

 
Indicators of Safety and Security Definition Source 

Violent Crime     

  
Violent crime rate (homicide, rape, robbery, aggravated assault) crimes/1000 Cleveland Police 

Department 

  

Resident fears of neighborhood violence:  Fear of Crime Index Mean rating on 9 item index (1-
10 scale, 10=maximum 
worry/fear of crimes) 

resident survey 

Domestic Crime     

  
Emergency calls for domestic disputes 911 calls/1000  Cleveland Police 

Department 

  
Non-aggravated domestic assault rate assaults/1000 Cleveland Police 

Department 

  

Child maltreatment rate reported or substantiated 
incidents/1000 

Cuyahoga County 
Department of Children 
and Family Services 

Property Crime     

  
Property crime rates (arson, auto theft, burglary, larceny) crimes/1000 Cleveland Police 

Department 
Drug Crime     

  
Drug violation rates (e.g. possession, sale, manufacture - includes 
licit and illicit drugs) 

crimes/1000 Cleveland Police 
Department 

Juvenile Crime     

  
Juvenile delinquency rate violations/1000 age 10-19 Cuyahoga County Juvenile 

Court 
Gang Activity/Neighborhood Problems/Incivilities     

  

Perceived commonality of neighborhood problems (e.g. graffiti, 
trash): Neighborhood Incivilities Scale 

Mean rating on 9 item index (1-
10 scale, 10= maximum 
frequency of occurrence) 

resident survey 

Safety of Public Spaces     

  
Perceived safety of public spaces: Safe Neighborhood Scale Mean rating on 6 item index (1-

10 scale, 10-maximum safety) 
resident survey 

Community Security Programs     

  
Participation in neighborhood block watch programs % persons participating in block 

watch clubs 
resident survey 

  

Community-police relations: Responsive Police Scale Mean rating on 5 item index (1-
10 scale, 10= maximum 
positivity toward police) 

resident survey 



 

 

 
Indicators of Access to Institutions and Services Definition Sources 

Quality and Accessibility of Local Institutions and Services     

  

Accessibility of health care, child care, police, fire, city services, 
recreation, transportation, employment training, counseling/family 
support, libraries, museums, other 

% of persons identifying each 
service as available in the 
neighborhood 

resident survey; 
institutional survey 

  

Perceived quality of services/facilities:  Quality of 
Services/Programs Scale 

Mean ratings on 20 item service 
index and 9 item program index 
(1-10 scale, 10=maximum 
quality) 

resident survey 

Influence over Local Institutions/Services     

  
Participation on advisory boards % persons participating on local 

agency boards 
resident survey 



 

 

 
Indicators of Family and Youth Development Definition Source 

Participation in Cultural/Recreational Activities     

  

Family and Youth Participation Index total activities (0-35)/total 
household membership (0-10 
scale, 10=maximum family-
wide participation) 

resident survey 

Maternal and Child Health     

  
Birthrate for low birth weight births low birth weight births/1000 

births 
Ohio Department of 
Health 

  
Birthrate for births with adequate prenatal care births with adequate prenatal 

care/1000 births 
Ohio Department of 
Health 

School Performance and Youth Achievement     

  
Age-grade appropriateness % of 3rd graders two years or 

more overage 
Cleveland Municipal 
School District 

  

Public school attendance rates the number of school days 
attended/number of valid school 
days (multiplied by 100) 

Cleveland Municipal 
School District 

  

Educational achievement of youth  (persons age 16 to 19 not 
enrolled  

% persons age 16-10 without a 
high school diploma and not 
currently enrolled in school 

1990 Census, STF3; 
resident survey 

  

Educational attainment of adults  % non-high school grads, high 
school grads, some college, 
college degree (age 25+) 

1990 Census, STF3; 
resident survey 

  

Extracurricular educational participation Proportion of neighborhood 
adults and youth participating in 
vocational or educational 
programs by age group 

resident survey 

  

Pre-school participation Proportion of neighborhood 
children (age 0-5) participating 
in headstart, preschool or 
afterschool programs 

resident survey 

Adult-Child Involvement     

  

Parent involvement in child supervision/education: Parental 
Involvement Scale 

Mean rating on 2 item index (1-
10 scale, 10=maximum parental 
involvement) 

resident survey 

  
Parent involvement with school activities (PTA) % of persons participating in 

PTA 
resident survey 

  

Adult volunteerism with children and youth: Adult-Youth 
Participation Index 

Proportion of neighborhood 
adults participating in scouts, 
youth groups and/or mentoring 
programs 

resident survey 

  
Child/adult ratio persons age <18/persons age 

18+ 
1990 Census, STF3 

Family Characteristics     

  

Household composition % households (with and without 
children) headed by married 
couples, females, and males 

1990 Census, STF3 

  
Birthrate for unmarried mothers births to unmarried 

mothers/1000 births 
Ohio Department of 
Health 

  
Teen birth rate births to females age 10-

19/1000 females age 10-19 
Ohio Department of 
Health 

  Adult male/adult female ratio males age 18+/females age 18+ 1990 Census, STF3 

 


