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Buffalo: City of the poor 
   Poverty runs deep and wide in Buffalo, but as UB Professor Henry Louis Taylor 
noted, it's also in many ways invisible in Buffalo.

   That's especially the case if you live and travel in the Delaware and Elmwood areas.

   While doing reporting for this story, I was reminded, again, how the poorest sections 
of the East Side resemble a Third World country. I thought of what an incredible 
challenge it must be for parents to raise children who are able to triumph over the 
despair, the blight and, too often, the brutality that is present. 

   For the children's sake, these conditions scream out for attention.

   It would be nice to think that the new U.S. Census report would marshal policy ideas 
and resources that get at the fundamental issues that hold back the poor and, by 
extension, all of us. I don't see the community vision or commitment to do so. Do you?

… Mark Sommer

Posted at 05:42 AM in Our Community | Permalink 
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bailey avenue. it was like 4 times worse the the bronx. from the last 5 years in the city of Mew 
York , and downstate in general, there are contruction going on everywhere in my 
neighborhood, my housing project, anywhere that where it was economic depression. it 
turning thing around for the first time since the 70's i the south bronx. i go to university of 
buffalo, the state , county , city need to invested in housing, education,and healthcare to the 
city grow once again. maybe it true that the state government is spending on too much on 
downstate, but we have 65.75% of the population. while upstate its losing population, we are 
gains, because that where most work jobs are located. downstate, allmost no one blamed the 
state government ,except for high taxes, and , which is the highest in the state and bad 
school in the poor neighboroods where i come form. state government need to put into 
upstate new york. it can happen, which is happing in New York City and its suburbs. buffalo is 
great city that can grow larger then expected. but greater action needs to taken for the 
greater good for the citizen of buffalo

Posted by: Gardy Sanchez | October 10, 2007 at 12:54 AM 

I'm from Downstate New York, In The bronx,new york city, went i first come to buffalo though 
bailey avenue. it was like 4 times worse the the bronx. from the last 5 years in the city of Mew 
York , and downstate in general, there are contruction going on everywhere in my 
neighborhood, my housing project, anywhere that where it was economic depression. it 
turning thing around for the first time since the 70's i the south bronx. i go to university of 
buffalo, the state , county , city need to invested in housing, education,and healthcare to the 
city grow once again. maybe it true that the state government is spending on too much on 
downstate, but we have 65.75% of the population. while upstate its losing population, we are 
gains, because that where most work jobs are located. downstate, allmost no one blamed the 
state government ,except for high taxes, and , which is the highest in the state and bad 
school in the poor neighboroods where i come form. state government need to put into 
upstate new york. it can happen, which is happing in New York City and its suburbs. buffalo is 
great city that can grow larger then expected. but greater action needs to taken for the 
greater good for the citizen of buffalo

Posted by: Gardy Sanchez | October 10, 2007 at 12:52 AM 

Buffalo is a terrible place. I lived there for 30 years - 30 years of the same crapola - the 
funniest thing is when i go back and see the nwespapers saying "man moves back from 
charlotte to buffalo" - a tainted kernel for the news to hold tight - one man moves back, 
10,000 move out.

or when the news talks about how great the weather was this summer. that's cuz it stinks 
every other month but may and june. believe me, if you don't beat your wife, you don't go 
around saying "i don't beat my wife! i don't beat my wife!"

the crime is awful - that's not only buffalo's fault. if ny let people carry a gun and blow away 
the scum, it would help. but buffalo mentality fosters crime. 

i get depressed ever time i go back. if i didn't havea brother there, i would never step foot in 
Buffalo, or ny state again...

Posted by: johhny | September 14, 2007 at 02:19 PM 

My husband is an expat who would like us to move to Buffalo. He is a career changer from 
industry to high school teacher, sacrificing 2/3rds of his former pay. I come to Buffalo a few 
weeks at a time from our home 400 miles away. Seeing signs like "Non-Violence Starts with 
Me" does nothing to encourage me to want to live in Buffalo. It's like posting "I love my 
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mother". Most of us, not all, love our mothers, but posting it makes you wonder, is there a 
mother loving problem here? Also, the TV ads are dominated by law firms. Gives the 
impression all that's done up here is lawsuits (the down fall of the US, if you ask me). Buffalo 
folks, think about the image you're projecting to the world if you want to attract people to 
move back. You have a lot of good (restaurants, art, culture) but, IMHO, the negatives 
outweigh the positives quite a bit.

Posted by: CC | September 14, 2007 at 01:31 PM 

I don't know what all the hoopla is about, this is what all of living in WNY wanted, to isolate all 
the minorities in the city so we can live in the nicer suburbs without any of THEM!!

Posted by: darryl b. | September 09, 2007 at 12:04 PM 

Ooops, I left 6 1/2 years ago - gone for 4 years, not 2. Just figured I'm not going to participate 
in the circle-jerk of lying to ones-self and others which seems to be all the rage around here.

You can now go back to blaming everyone but yourself for Buffalo's (and the world's, for that 
matter) problems.

Cheerio!

Posted by: cms | September 08, 2007 at 07:09 PM 

Amen. Are things great here for everybody? Certainly not. But it always seems that whenever 
something even slightly negative pops into the news, all the doom-and-gloom expats (and 
still-locals) pour in to give their 2 cents. So Buffalo - you have nobody to blame but 
yourselves, either.

And please, find a better excuse than "I've never looked back" or "I don't care". If those were 
true, you must be willfully ignorant of the fact that you're posting on a BUFFALO News blog. 
So much for never looking back. You're just as delusional as the people who claim everything 
is peachy-keen and perfect. So Buffalo, so WNY. I suppose it never left you, huh?

BTW, FWIW I left the area 4 1/2 years ago and moved back 2 1/2 years ago - and my career 
has advanced leaps and bounds since. So while I'm debating what I can do to help myself 
and the area at large, go shut your traps and stop whining about how great your lives are 
elsewhere. Can't be too great if you have time to pore over depressing news and wasting 
time on your dead little hometown.

Posted by: cms | September 08, 2007 at 06:51 PM 

Buffalo is a very poor city, but its suburbs are not poor. Drive down Transit Road near East 
Amherst and Niagara Falls Blvd. in Amherst/Tonawanda, and you have thriving areas with 
middle and high income people who can afford quite a few luxuries in life, including boats and 
backyard pools. There is poverty everywhere. Does the East Side look roughed up? 
Definitely. Does the government fix it up? Not that much. Do churches and caring people try 
and make a difference there? Yes. Anita Jones-Williams just held Takin' It To The Streets 
Rally in MLK Jr. Park on the East Side, and I had a good time there. Just because parts of 
Buffalo might be very poor doesn't mean Buffalo overall is worth degrading and complaining 
about like I read in these comments. Most of the comments come from people who moved 
away-- if you hadn't moved away, the area wouldn't be so destitute and horrific as you claim it 
is; however, I live here and it's not as bad as you insist that it is. How dare you diss the 
Buffalo area from afar? If you hated it so much, I'm glad you left. The people left in Buffalo 
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are genuine, real, friendly, and cool. It is an easy place to live, with lots of amenities and lots 
of bargains. Could it be less poor? Yes. But don't use the "#2 poorest city" ranking to trash 
the area, because it's very rude to keep kicking a place that's down. All you who moved 
away-- why not buy a house or two on Buffalo's East Side, remodel it with the excess money 
you made elsewhere, and help revitalize what you've seen gone to seed? 

Posted by: Mark Weber | September 06, 2007 at 10:44 PM 

I agree. All of these comments need to be published and should be mandatory reading for all 
elected officials. The general mentality also has to change. It's no longer 'birth to death' in the 
same city. You have a moral obligation to do the best by your family. If that means moving to 
a more suitable area with higher wages and quality of life, so be it. The grandparents can visit 
or they can come along. I love the Buffalo sports teams too. That's why we have NHL Center 
Ice and NFL Sundy ticket on DirecTV. The quality of life has improved immensely once we 
got out of NY State. California isn't perfect, but the quality of life is second to none.

Posted by: Amy | September 05, 2007 at 03:38 PM 

Buffalo, The Saga. Earlier this summer we read of the brain drain from Western New York as 
the best and brightest alighted elsewhere. Does this mean that the worst and dumbest 
stayed? Without this intellectual capital to drive development and innovation, what caliber of 
decisions can be expected and what results? 

Why do the poor stay? There must be some incentive. In the U.S. we have 12+ million illiegal 
immigrants, most of them working. Perhaps some of our poor need the same shove or tough 
love. 

I have some fine memories of Buffalo. Heck, I even remember when the city public schools 
were good and when Chevy actually hired people. As one of my friends told me, the theme of 
the area is “Smaller, Older, Poorer.”

Good luck to those of you who remain.

Regards -

Bernard Brothman

Posted by: Bernard Brothman | September 03, 2007 at 10:38 AM 

Wow, these posts hit the mark for me! I just had a visit to Buffalo without seeing-it, but I'd like 
to say my peace on poverty and what it means today in the 2000's!

I was born at Deconess Hospital in the mid-1960's and it was hell growing-up back then as 
opposed to now on the East-Side at Delavan Ave between Main St. & Humbolt!

All these years was nothing but struggle from education-to-jobs-to-experiences in good-PR & 
HR! It was even harder to accomplish your goals in the Queen City and The Flower City 
because of beaurocracies that plague NYS!

I got so fed-up with it I had no other choice, but to relocate out-of-state and head to a State/
City where I could accomplish goals pertaining to my profession!

I am doing much better educationwise and jobwise with good PR & HR in California. Housing 
just sky-rocketed from $200k to $500k and Buffalo housing is cheeper, but in a bad location 
jobwise and businesswise. I do not want to get sucked-in the hipe of promotions to relocate to 
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Buffalo, or Rochester as of yet and it might be a long-time too!

These days you will not thrive without a Degree, or more in more than one profession and it's 
getting harder to graduate without having to payback outstanding-loans; grants are being 
fased-out!

"It's better to live without misery, than to have misery destroy you"!

 
BUSTIN-ON-OUT of Queen City & The Nickel City!

Peace $ Love 

Posted by: Tracy A. | September 02, 2007 at 02:55 PM 

Buffalo is the "City of Good Neighbors". Bull- check the stats- since 1950, 300,000 good 
neighbors left Buffalo and moved to the suburbs. Thats not 30,000, but 300,000. White Flight- 
anyone. They took there equityfrom there homes and bailed. For any true Christian, busing 
wouldn't be a problem. Busing was chosen as the answer to avert racial discrimination and if 
u choose to abandon ur city because of that law, because your white child will be going to 
school with children of color- u should look at yourself and question your integrity. Busing was 
supposed to bring the children together to hopefully, over the years in a classroom, melt 
away prejudice. Unfortunately, it did the exact opposite. Now- people still move to the 
suburbs, even if they can't afford it, because of the schools being better and mostly white. 
Even saying- The schools are better is, when analyzed, is a racially motivated statement. 
Talk about the elephant in the room. 

Busing was put in place because we are all suppose to be equal, but truth is, in the hearts 
and minds of many WNY'ers- white & black, we have 2 separate communities living side by 
side. Laws may have changed to allow all children a equal education, but fact is, people 
haven't changed there bigotry. City of good neighbors- Bull! It depends what color your skin is 
before this Christian community will recognize if you are a good neighbor. As for the future of 
this city- White people from the Burbs, who know they can't afford the homes out there need 
to move back into the city, downsize and reintegrate themselves with Buffalo. Black adults 
need to correct the crime situation immediately. Enough of the nonsense- he was a good kid, 
as your child is hauled away for shooting a shopkeeper. Stop the pity, excuse and hatred, 
and rid your neighborhoods of the crime and chaos that keeps many white people from 
wanting anything to do with the former City of Good Neighbors. Enough said from a buffalo 
resident, the elephant has left the room.

Posted by: Joe K. | September 02, 2007 at 08:02 AM 

Thank you, Mel, for putting it in words so well!

Posted by: Karen | September 02, 2007 at 06:28 AM 

I couldn't wait to leave the Buffalo area at age 20. I spent 22 years away, during which time I 
moved about, living in other places which included Colorado, Texas, Washington, Florida, 
Pennsylvania, and New Jersey. I have to admit, every time I felt depressed or lonely or any 
calamity would occur, the first thing I would do would be to lament my move and wish for a 
return to my home town. I lived in some beautiful places, but something was always "missing" 
from every place I ever lived. Personal issues brought me back to Buffalo after a divorce and 
losing my son, who moved with his father. I did not make the decision lightly, as I was aware 
what a sacrifice it would be financially. But I returned to Buffalo ten years ago because there 
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pretty good jobs here, are home owners in the city and send our two boys to catholic school. 
But we have paid our dues, have been in the unemployment line due to 9/11 cuts and even 
have used public assistance. Ever stand in line for 6 hours to get help with a gas bill while 
someone treats you like scum? And let me tell you, I didn't see anyone pulling up to the heap 
office in a BMW...Anyway, economic development comes with planning and INVESTING. 
You have to spend money to make money, and stop pointing fingers and start planning for 
the future.

Posted by: Maisha | August 30, 2007 at 08:07 PM 

Please tell us how the poverty rate was calculated. It is very hard to make comments when 
the information is not presented in a way that makes it meaningful.

What is the impact on local taxes, and real estate, and consumer costs in the city, for 
example? How does the metropolitan region compare to other metropolitan regions?

Don't we need to know this to make a fair comparison?

More in depth reporting please. 

Posted by: Michael DiPasquale | August 30, 2007 at 07:53 PM 

This is sad, not surprising. I am, I must admit, one of the many who have since left the WNY 
area; I declined to move back to Buffalo. When the difference in tax is the equivalent of 20% 
of the mortgage payment on a house that has a 50/50 shot of keeping pace with the national 
average in terms of resale, I could not afford to live in WNY. It is just not feasible for the 
young, service minded and educated people the area needs to boost the economy to stay in 
the area.

Solution: let's learn from our mistakes. A large sports store will not save us. Fighting for (and 
wasting valuable funds) on temporarily preserving manufacturing jobs that will undoubtedly 
be decreasing due to macroeconomic events out of our control is not wise. We have a great 
higher education system, great community attributes and a great location for international 
commerce. Let’s learn from our past fiascos with Sprint, US Air and the like to see how we 
can make the area as appealing as it had been when they were seeking interest in expanding 
into the area.

If even minimal progress is made to promote service minded jobs, my generation will move 
back in a heartbeat. Good luck. 

Posted by: Steve | August 30, 2007 at 06:31 PM 

Man, can't we ever be #1?

Well, we play Detroit tonight! Battle of the poverty stricken!!!

Posted by: John | August 30, 2007 at 05:36 PM 

it makes me sick that all you call buffalo home i grant you were not perfect we need a little 
help but the you all talk makes me sick if yopu dont love leave it.....

Posted by: todd | August 30, 2007 at 05:31 PM 

Buffalo in some important ways is not unique. The hard fact is that the economy has suffered 
in any number of cities/areas in the older inductrial areas of the northeast. And this has 
happened because of an aging industrial base, heavy with manual labor that has trouble 
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compeating in a world wide low labor wage economy.  
There have also been factors unique to Buffalo. The creation of the St. Lawrence Seaway 
seriously undercut the geographic advantage that Buffalo once had as the connection 
between the eastern seaboard and the US midwest. And with the loss of that economic 
advantage there was a reduction of business investment in the area. And unlike a number of 
other major cities there were few corporate headquarters in Buffalo to mitgate bad economic 
times with continued investment. For many corporations Buffalo was the regional location 
they cut during economic hard times. 
Local business and political leaders were also slow to recognize that Buffalo needed to 
change from a heavy industry based economy to a service/information based economy. That 
lack of foresight and lack of imagination meant that by the time our leaders caught on to what 
needed to be done we were years and dollars behind other areas. 
Economies are like air planes. That generally don't crash because of one reason. And they 
won't turn around because of one US Senator, or one charasmatic mayor, or one over-hyped 
sporting goods store. To turn around we need a long term and comprehensive econpmic 
plan. We need effective cooperation among local business and government leaders so 
everyone is working off the same page and pulling in the same direction. And because we 
are a relatively small city with relatively small resources we will need substantial State and 
Federal help as well.

Posted by: Barton Keyes | August 30, 2007 at 05:25 PM 

Dave wrote: "Is Hillary Buffalo's senator or is does she just have her own national agenda to 
become president? She has done nothing for Buffalo and yet most of WNY will vote her her 
when the primaries come along. Sound crazy. 

A recent article shows that very few non Democrats are even running for office. A 2 party 
system works best, ask any of the numerous prosperous cities and states."

Dave, you should have known that Hillary is a carpetbagger and nothing more. A sufficiently 
large number of voters in New York State were stupid enough to be duped by Hillary - the 
woman who became a resident of New York State for 24 hours and then presumed to tell the 
sheeple of New York State that she could represent New York's interests in the United States 
Senate. It is well known that Hillary's intention all along was to run for the presidency.

I do have to disagree with one thing you said: "A 2 party system works best." One of the 
problems here in Buffalo is the so-called "two-party system" (which, constitutionally, does not 
exist). Have you ever noticed how Democrats sometimes get themselves put on the ballot 
under the "Conservative" Party line or Republicans sometimes get themselves on the ballot 
under the "Liberal" Party line? The labels "Democrat" and "Republican" are interchangeable 
here in WNY. If the voters were smart, they'd stop voting for either Democrats or Republicans 
(or the other party lines these charlatans get themselves put on). The Democrats and 
Republicans make it nearly impossible for major third parties (e.g. the Constitution Party, the 
Libertarian Party, the former Reform Party, etc.) to get on the ballot and the sheeple in WNY 
(as elsewhere) have the nonsensical mentality that they have to vote based on who the 
media tells them has the best chance of winning, thus surrendering their vote to the media.

Hillary made her campaign promises and a significant enough number of voters were stupid 
enough to believe her. She has not created a single job (not that senators are even capable 
of creating jobs themselves through their offices). The local politicians are no better as they 
continue to raise property taxes, impose all kinds of bureaucratic regulation making it 
impossible for many people to be able to afford to keep up their properties, and allowing 
unelected and unconstitutional organizations like these historical associations to impose 
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further regulations.

The best way for the government to help is for the government to get out of the way.

Posted by: Chancellor Carlyle Roberts, II | August 30, 2007 at 05:01 PM 

There are plenty of jobs in the suburbs but people who rely on public transportation in Buffalo 
are not able to get to them. NFTA schedules the bus in such a way that, if you live in any 
suburb you can get to work in the city (park & ride, bus) If you pay attention there are several 
buses every morning and it is the same in the evening but if you live in the city, the bus is 
either 2-3 hours too early or 1-2 hours too late and getting home in the evening is almost 
impossible because in many cases the only bus coming back to the city leaves too early and 
it is several hours before the next bus comes along. I rode the bus for many years because it 
was cheaper than owning a car. but a few years ago NFTA started cutting routes, puncuality 
became less important, and some drivers treated people like they were doing us a favor 
instead of doing their job. Suddenly it became worth the extra expense to get to work on time, 
without having to walk 8 blocks in the snow because NFTA cut out the bus that got me to 
work. To not have to wait for the next bus because God only knows what hapened to the bus 
that was scheduled. 

I remember when they were planning the rapid transit system and Amherst did not want it to 
go out to the North Campus. When they built the Galleria Mall they were not ashamed to 
announce that the #6 Sycamore bus would not be allowed on the property.

Poor people want the same things as everyone else. They want to shelter, feed and clothe 
their family. They want their children to have a better life than they did. They want respect 
because they go out everyday and do the best they can to live another day. Just because 
they live in a rough part of town does not mean they are criminals. Buffalo will never be 
prosperous until people wake up and let go of that "us vs. them" attitude. Buffalo is swirling 
down the drain!! all of Buffalo! 

I left and moved South in March. Now I see how GREEDY New York State is. Every tax is 
much lower and the services are better. There is not so much local government. Medicaid is 
not handed out left and right. Most jobs in Western South Carolina require you to pass a drug 
test, even fast food. The houses cost more but you pay much less tax. THERE ARE JOBS 
HERE!! medical, manufacturing, driving, banking, engineering, social work, law, accounting, 
education and law enforcement. THERE IS LIFE OUTSIDE OF BUFFALO!! IF YOU ARE 
WILLING TO WORK AND BE A PRODUCTIVE MEMBER OF SOCIETY, GET OUT OF 
BUFFALO!! THE GRASS IS GREENER if only a little bit, it is greener 

Posted by: shirley w | August 30, 2007 at 04:58 PM 

I have lived in WNY all my life and I will be candid. This is a place that thinks they can pay a 
four year college graduate $12.00 an hour and think it is good money, if they don't want it 
they can get something else. I am tired of all the politicians who have fed at the trough, 
people like Sam Hoyt, Hillary Clinton and the like. At least Brian Higgins asks the questions 
why? It is pathetic to see what has transpired here in the past two decades. Also as I said at 
the outset I am being candid, and frankly I don't have an answer.

And the discussion of Katrina is interesting, the southern tier of NYS has not recovered from 
the damage of Hurricane Agnes in 1972. 

Posted by: Mark | August 30, 2007 at 04:52 PM 
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what is wrong with you people you born and raised here how can you degrade were you 
came from it makes me sick to listen to some of your comments, think about it were did you 
spend most of all your good and fun times at. buffalo ,ny

Posted by: todd | August 30, 2007 at 04:33 PM 

Where has your junior senator been the past few years? 
I thought she campaigned on reviving the economy in Western New York? 

The democrats know that Western New York will vote for them no matter what, so they do not 
do anything for the area.

Posted by: Carol Kaye | August 30, 2007 at 04:24 PM 

Guess that whole "economic revival" thing was a euphemism for "In 15 seconds, this city will 
self-destruct."

Posted by: JohnG | August 30, 2007 at 04:15 PM 

Is Hillary Buffalo's senator or is does she just have her own national agenda to become 
president? She has done nothing for Buffalo and yet most of WNY will vote her her when the 
primaries come along. Sound crazy. 

A recent article shows that very few non Democrats are even running for office. A 2 party 
system works best, ask any of the numerous prosperous cities and states.

Posted by: Dave B | August 30, 2007 at 03:47 PM 

Look at how our govenment is first serving the interests of rich lobbyists. It's not only Buffalo 
that has been impovrished by this practice it's the U.S.A. and Canada.

Today 1000 jobs were lost in Oshawa, Ontario. Last week it was hundreds of jobs on 
Delavan Ave in Buffalo. Last month it was jobs in Lockport.

Our government serves the rich and powerful and is treating Buffalo's economy like it treated 
New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina.

What differenc is there to either one of our communities when the housing is destroyed by 
flooding or absentee slum lords? New Orleans had Katrina. Buffalo had Scott Weisig and his 
minions.

 
New Orleans and Buffalo both have open lawlessness to the extreme on a daily basis.

 
Casino gambling and low paying Bass Pro jobs are no substitute for major investment in 
good public education, public safety, and incubation of small cutting edge technology jobs 
that pay better wages. This area is being held back by lobbyists for big corporations that get 
their labor in China and make war for oil. The government has been auctioned off to lobbyists 
and we the people are left with destroyed communities and a lower class that is bound for jail 
as a life style.

Call it hurricane Rudnick or Rich or Katrina. The results have created growing under classes 
in America without opportunity or health care. Where is our FDR? I'm disgusted but not giving 
up.
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Posted by: West Of Jesus | August 30, 2007 at 03:44 PM 

A retired person was quoted in the article as saying the city needs to bring back industrial 
jobs. Such talk is typical WNY 1970s blue collar thinking! Let's keep in mind that the city that 
is the poorest city in America is Detroit, Michigan - arguably the automobile manufacturing 
capital of the world!

There are many reasons why people are in poverty: lack of education and lack of job 
opportunities are certainly among them but so are the choices that people make, State-
induced dependence on public assistance and, perhaps to some extent, so is just plain bad 
luck.

However, let's keep in mind that there hasn't been an economic "recovery" in Western New 
York in my lifetime (I was born in late 1963). So, there's clearly a systemic problem - one that 
is not going to be resolved as long as we keep doing things the way we've always done them, 
i.e. with 1920s-style back room political deals, union concessions, corporate bribes - er um I 
mean tax abatements - and voting for Democrats and Republicans.

Then, of course, there are the low wages paid in WNY compared to other parts of the country 
- partly the result of people being willing to settle for less because they still have the 1970s 
mindset that $10.00 an hour is really good money.

But there's also another thing to keep in mind here: "poverty" is in one sense just an arbitrary 
monetary line drawn, below which one is considered "poor." Change the arbitrary figure and 
you will have more or fewer people who are considered poor.

Posted by: Chancellor Carlyle Roberts, II | August 30, 2007 at 03:42 PM 

Newark (NJ) has passed Buffalo?? Not that's sad. Oh well, can you imagine how bad it would 
be if Democrats haven't controlled the city the past 50 years? Thank goodness for their great 
manangement. 

Posted by: Rich in Las Vegas | August 30, 2007 at 03:38 PM 

Ok.Let's look at some of the reasons why this city is so Poor. One reason is simple jobs or 
lack there of. And what out politicians doing about it ? Nothing! Lots of talk. I remember 
Hillery Clinton claiming she would bring 500,000 thousand jobs to the state. Where are these 
jobs? We need to stop electing officials who only worry about the next election and start 
working on getting incentives to bring back jobs to this city and region. 
Another reason this area is depressed is the cost of living.Taxes and utilities are the among 
the highest in the nation. Again what are politicans doing to releive the region of this issue? 
Lets ask Hillary Clinton what is she doing for the poor city of Buffalo. Except looking for your 
vote in the Presidential election. The city,region and this paper should endorse people who 
willing to help bring about change.

Posted by: Rob Tender | August 30, 2007 at 03:12 PM 

This is pretty sad, but not surprising. Since poverty and unemployment numbers are usually 
misleading, im assuming its only worse. I live in the city, and i was born here. I know 
eventually i have to move. But I wish it never comes to that. I would love for the city to 
improve. But reality sets in and i have a feeling nothing will happen. People keep electing the 
same people who have screwed, and delayed the cities progress. The massive flight to the 
suburbs, is going to continue to hurt this city, like it has for the past 20 years.  
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Posted by: Ryan | August 30, 2007 at 03:10 PM 

I left the Tundra in 97 and haven't looked back once. I had to go back for a family function 2 
yrs ago and couldn't wait to get back HOME to Florida.  
Buffalo will never change. It's completely politician run, and it's the same dang politicians, ad 
nauseum.  
I'll risk the hurricanes to live in a city like Fort Lauderdale that is progressing....not stuck in 
some timewarp. 

Posted by: Craig | August 30, 2007 at 02:53 PM 

This story makes me sad. As a former Buffalonian ~ I'd give anything to be back in wny living 
near the family that struggles everyday to put food on their table. My husband & I got out 
while we could. Not because we wanted to leave but because it was the only way to support 
our family!! Wake-up Buffalo!! Do something about the taxes, the lack of well paying jobs and 
these poverty numbers would significantly drop!! Heck, if there was a decent job above 
$50,000 a year, we'd be the first ones in line to come back!! Unfortunately, that's a rarity in 
wny and until the job situation changes, I'm afraid that these numbers are only going to get 
worse!! 

Posted by: Kris | August 30, 2007 at 02:48 PM 

You all make me laugh. Do you think all your remarks are going to make a difference? The 
fact is that Buffalo is a dump. Life is to short. Pick up and move somewhere else. I am a 
former Buffaloian who travels a lot and let me tell you, most people, no matter where I go, 
laugh when I tell them I'm from Buffalo. Don't let that sink hole sewer pit city hold you back. 
LEAVE!!!!!

Posted by: Dave | August 30, 2007 at 02:37 PM 

This is a really sad, disappointing story. But as someone who lives in Toronto and visits 
Buffalo frequently, it is shockingly true. It is saddening to see a city that has such great 
potential and people continue to plummet in this way. I hope that politicians, developers and 
educators will find a way to make the turnaround of this city possible.

Posted by: Akilah | August 30, 2007 at 02:35 PM 

Recently I dropped a friend off at his $1,500 per month apartment on Ellicott Street. As he 
prepared for bed he heard gun shots and looked out his window to see police arresting a 
young man who "allegedly" had just shot another youth. The next day, he saw a bullet hole in 
the window of the Washington Market next door. Until something is done to reduce the crime, 
random shootings, etc., it will be impossible to entice middle class and wealthier people back 
to the city. 

Yes, jobs are essential to reduce poverty, but so is crime control. Otherwise, people will 
continue to move farther and farther away from the city and inner-ring suburbs to avoid being 
beaten, robbed or murdered.

Posted by: Bill | August 30, 2007 at 02:34 PM 

Having worked in the Perry Projects for many years I can personally agree that the City of 
Good Neighbors is also the City of the left behind. Many of the poor,mentally and physically 
challenged along with the seniors are left to fend for themselves as the County, State and 
Federal governments that should be helping have abandoned them. Like the burned out, 
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abandoned buildings throughout the City those at the extreme end of the enconomic scale 
are forgotten or ignored -forced to choose between food, clothing, and medicine. Every day is 
a struggle and the social service agencies are overwhelmed by the number of people coming 
for help and red tape, bureaucracy that handcuffs them from helping as much as they would 
like. 
We don't need a casino or bass pro, or new waterfront development, we need help for those 
less fortunate before we become the #1 poorest City in the US.

Posted by: Mary | August 30, 2007 at 02:33 PM 

I agree with those who write about the poor social services clients having more expensive 
things than the working class. Drive past the projects, look in the parking lot. Nobody has a 
junker anymore! It is all souped up SUV's! How do you afford a $25,000 car and live in public 
housing and get food stamps. Maybe you should drive an economy car and buy your food 
with cash. 

When I am in line at the grocery store, with my coupons, adding up my purchases in my head 
to make sure I have enough money, and the person in front of me is wearing hunks of gold 
jewerly, designer jeans, high price sneakers, mainicured nails, talking on a RAZOR 
cellphone, and gets into a brand spanking new Escalade - I want to scream. I am working two 
jobs to get by with my economy car, paying cash for food and buy all my clothes at discount 
stores. When did cell phones become a neccessity? Should you have one and not pay for 
your own food? I work with someone who says she needs food stamps to feed her kids, she 
just doesn't have enough money at the end of the month. But she does have the money to 
get her hair done at a salon every month, have high speed internet, digital cable, an 
expensive cell phone, manis/pedis - well guess what, if you didnt' have all these things you 
deem "neccessary" you'd have money for food! And to top it off, her boyfriend who has a 
good job lives with her (unreported) so she still qualifies for HEAP, food stamps, etc. How is 
this fair to the honest, working poor??? People ripping off the "system" are sucking dollars 
away from those who truly need it. But they dont' see it that way. They think this money 
comes from the government fairy - not the honest tax payers.

 
I can handle it for myself, but when I see elderly people who don't have enough money for 
food suffer, I think - why did they work hard all their lives and now can't get by, but a young 
person, cabable of doing manual labor (yes, labor, what our immigrant forefathers did to 
make it in this country) gets everything for free? 
And our ancestors, mine from Poland, didn't have fancy things, but what they did have, they 
kept clean!!! They cut their grass, with a push mower, they picked up trash, they had PRIDE 
in where they lived. They took care of their apartments like they were their own homes.

The children of these families are facing a future of continued poverty until someone teaces 
them to have PRIDE in themeselves. Pride doesn't come from designer clothes, it comes 
doing the right thing, following the law, putting your children's need for education first, 
knowing that you are contributing to society in a positive way. 

Posted by: LISA | August 30, 2007 at 02:14 PM 

How long are NY politicians going to bleed WNY dry? NY has become the welfare state, 
entitlements given away like free candy to people who keep having children they cant afford. 
Yes, keep rewarding the bad behavior and keep watching people move out of that area. My 
mother in law works for the city in DSS and you wouldnt believe the things she tells me, I 
wont get into it it would depress anyone living there even further, but its your tax dollars hard 
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at work.

Posted by: Lauren | August 30, 2007 at 02:08 PM 

Why do so many people think Bass Pro and Wal-Mart equal "progress?" Crappy jobs just 
barely above min. wage with NO BENEFITS are "progress?" Then what, you criticize the 
working poor for using Medicaid?? FYI, there IS a waterfront plan in progress. The geniuses 
who run Bflo suddenly decided it needed an ugly big-box retailer smack in the middle of a 
19th century-style waterfront. Yeah, that will bring the history buffs downtown! Bass Pro 
wants millions of dollars from us--the taxpayers--to build their glorified bait store here. I don't 
call that "progress."

On another note, I totally agree that people should not be having children they cannot 
support. But learning that starts in the home, and if your own mother had you at 13, never 
finished school and has been on public assistance ever since, that's all you know. The 
churches, the schools, the govnt...everybody should be involved in trying to change this. 

One last thing: don't try to dump the blame for this on unions. Go back about 40 years, when 
the country had thousands of manufacturing jobs and people made wages you could raise a 
family on. Those were UNION JOBS, with decent wages, benefits, pensions, and a voice for 
the worker (you know, the person who created all that profit that made the owners rich!) You 
want to place blame for these jobs being lost, put it where it belongs: on the corporations who 
sent all the jobs overseas, paying 50 cents an hour, or those who hire illegal immigrants and 
pay them under the table, just so they can make obscene profits. These corporations have no 
respect for workers, and don't feel any obligation or responsibility to the communities that 
make them rich by buying their cheaply-made crap. Until that changes..and I don't see it 
happening...you will not see any manufacturing jobs coming back here. 

Posted by: Just me | August 30, 2007 at 01:41 PM 

It's very simple really. Significantly reduce the tax burden on individuals and businesses. Get 
rid of the entrenched union mentality stranglehold on municipality and state workers. Reform 
(reduce) welfare and other social crutches. The politicians need to be held accountable for 
the administrative spending that doesn't improve the infra-structure. Get rid of the political 
correct BS and get back to personal responsibility for ones own decisions. I lived my whole 
life in Buffalo. I still have strong ties there. But I cannot live there until the overall climate 
changes - and I don't mean the snow! 

Posted by: Chris | August 30, 2007 at 01:38 PM 

i lived in the buffalo area clarence to be exact i moved to florida 3 years ago and let me tell 
you something the grass is not always greener on the other side i spent 28 years in buffalo 
and i will be returning back home very soon! GO SABRES GO BILLS!!!!

Posted by: todd | August 30, 2007 at 01:36 PM 

WHAT!! What is the matter with everyone---Buffalo is a great place---it just needs the NFTA 
to get off their a$%^ and release that waterfront land to some fabulous developer willing to 
put in some money to make some money---how long is that waterfront going to sit empty 
waiting for something---let the casino go there---lovely casino--with restaurants overlooking 
the water--what is the matter with you---BASS ssop is STUPID!!! are you kidding me...look at 
Cleveland-Baltimore Boston Etc,--we have water, we have history, we have land available, 
we have opportunity,WHAT ARE WE WAITING FOR!!! I am 43 years old and there has been 
NOTHING on that land besides SHooter and now that is even going down---WAKE UP----I 
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love Buffalo but dont live there anymore--I would LOVE to move back - it is my HOME---but 
cant becasue what would my children do--they will move away anyway!!!!! wake up---gET 
OUT OF THE WAY OF PROGRESS-i HATE ALL THE bUFFALO POLITICIANS AND nfta 
WHO WONT ALLOW ANYONE TO BUILD ANYTHING!!!! wHAT is up with that!!!

ENOUGH!!!

This town can get itself together and quickly if w all work on it--it doesnt take alot of money to 
plant flowers, cut grass and trim trees and keep your own house looking decent---why can't 
people take some pride in their own property!!

I cant speak anymore---I am too angry!

Posted by: Help for Buf | August 30, 2007 at 01:34 PM 

I am not at all surprised by this story. The recent announcements of church closings in poorer 
sections of the city are NOT going to help the poverty/crime situation and will probably make 
it worse. All that is left in Buffalo are elderly and poor. The proceeds from selling inexpensive 
housing in Buffalo are NOT going to take someone very far in other parts of the country. 
Many people who can leave have done so, and new college graduates, especially education 
majors, will contine to leave the area.

Posted by: JW | August 30, 2007 at 01:19 PM 

Reading this article, I couldn't help but notice the people who have the least seem to have the 
most children. Here's an idea: birth control! My fiance and I couldn't afford to support a child 
right now, so I take my pill religiously every single night(provided for a low fee of $10 monthly, 
but available FREE at places like Planned Parenthood). We can't stop this cycle of poverty 
without educating people on the merits of NOT having children they cannot afford to support.

Posted by: Shannon | August 30, 2007 at 01:18 PM 

Hillary Clinton wants to take all of our money and have the governement decide were it goes. 
Maybe if they keep jacking up minimum wage to $20 an hour, no one will be poor! Or maybe 
people can work for what they have, the harder workers will have more and the lazy people 
can be poor and move to Buffalo.

Posted by: Jeff B | August 30, 2007 at 01:06 PM 

Wasn't Hillary supposed to "save" us? Politicians like her are part of the PROBLEM not the 
SOLUTION! Throwing money at the problem won't help either.A caring set ofparents in the 
home WILL-politically incorrect but proven method throughout time. And you don't need a 
politican's "help" to do it. 

Posted by: Ben | August 30, 2007 at 12:55 PM 

If someone has a kid and cannot afford it why do they have 3 more? Im sick of paying for 
these people. Time we enact the "you dont work, you dont eat policy" I need a permit to build 
a pool deck, a license to drive,how about we regulate human breeding. I don't care about the 
poor people, because 90% of them are lazy. I manage a company in Buffalo, when it comes 
time to hire, NOBODY Wants to work. 

Posted by: Jeff B | August 30, 2007 at 12:50 PM 

I seem to find it ridiculous how majority of the poor are people who can work and make 
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money. Majority of them are able to work. There are those few that have SSI or worker's 
compensation so they can't, which is understandable. However when I had my son last year 
in december I went for welfare when I was pregnant. You should see how many people were 
there getting approved for it and when I went to apply I was turned down because my fiancee 
who works in construction was making too much. We needed extra help but couldn't get it. 
Normally I work fulltime but it's hard when you only have one vehicle or none. Why is it that 
so many poor people getting the help they need aren't even trying to get a job? Don't be picky 
just get out there and do what you have to. I do everyday. I see more people in the city with 
nicer more expensive things than me!! And I have a job!! So how can you get a BMW or 
Escalade, or nice jewlery when your kids have no school supplies?? I make good money and 
can't even afford that!! What is wrong with this city?? Majority of the pictures shown with the 
kids near their parents have the parents wearing nicer clothes than the kids. How many times 
do you see mothers buying a nice steak for their boyfriend or whatever off food stamps but 
the kids get tv dinners?? Come on people the kids need more than that. Majority of the 
people who are poor just don't want to work. There is work out there you just have to get up 
and search for it. For those who can no longer work I feel the government should step in and 
help those people out more.

Posted by: Kris | August 30, 2007 at 12:43 PM 

I am a single mother of 3 and I don't receive child support, or any other aid. My salary would 
fall into the income range of 27K a year, but I decided to work 2 jobs. 
I have been doing that for 6 years. That adds another 10k to my income. I have older children 
so I could do this. I see too many people that rely on government aid instead of working, and 
Live with partners and don't report it. I think the statistics don't show this. 

Posted by: Cheryl | August 30, 2007 at 12:30 PM 

It is amazing how much people draw from these stats. The metro area added 6000 jobs last 
year. We are seeing growth for a change! Unfortunately, many of the poor included the the 
data are not qualified for the well-paying positions that litter the online job sites. 

Posted by: biztrav | August 30, 2007 at 12:17 PM 

Brad touched on this point but I think more needs to be said about personal responsibility. 
There is too much focus on what governmanet can do and what the media can do and what 
business can do. What really needs to happen is people need to make better choices and 
take responsibility for their life and not rely on other people to make a life for them.

The article sites the plight of two single women with three children. Where are the father's? 
Why did they choose to father children and then abandon the family? What about the choice 
of the mother's to start a family? Wouldn't it perhaps be prudent to choose contraception or 
abstinence until establishing a foundation to support a family?

A formula of less government and more personal responsibility will lead to better long term 
results than more hand holding which simply perpetuates the problem generation after 
generation.

Posted by: Bob | August 30, 2007 at 12:10 PM 

Speaking of politicians, are there any new names out there? Keane, Griffin, Whelan, Clark, 
etc..Over and over again! I'm so bored with the same people I want to hurl! Same people, 
same politics, same problems that just don't get results. The best and the brightest left a long 
time ago! 
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Posted by: Janet | August 30, 2007 at 12:05 PM 

All of this and the think tank in Buffalo is closing Vocational high schools. People can make a 
good living learning a trade and not going to high school. If we refuse to invest in the youth, 
times WILL get worse.

Posted by: John V. | August 30, 2007 at 11:58 AM 

In order to alleviate the poverty problem, you need to empower people to fix the problem 
themselves. Education is a major factor in doing this. We can't hide from the fact that Buffalo 
has lost manufacturing jobs that employed people who didn't have a proper education and 
paid higher wages. The types of jobs these people can get are not in the auto industry or 
working at the mills, etc., they are at Wal-Mart, Target, Tops, etc which pay near minimum 
wage. These jobs pale in comparison to what the old manufacturing jobs paid.

We need to start concentrating our efforts on giving these people an education where they 
can gain experience to start their own companies or work in growing fields in BUFFALO, like 
medical fields, finance, etc.

Small business is an economic engine we ignore here. Too often are the politicians looking 
for the headline deals, aka Geico. While we need to attract these types of companies, we 
need to do more to allow small business grow. These are businesses that will grow locally 
and care about the city it is in, not national corporations interested in only the bottom line. 

Posted by: Craig K. | August 30, 2007 at 11:56 AM 

THIS ARTICLE MADE ME WANT TO VOMIT....I AM FROM BUFFALO. I LOVE BUFFALO. 
NOTHING HAS CHANGED SINCE I LEFT 20 YEARS AGO. I WANTED TO MOVE BACK. 
THE RENTS ARE OUTRAGEOUS. $900 + UTILITIES, NO PARKING. YOU COULD MAKE A 
MORTGAGE. THEY ARE GOUGING THE POOR IN THE CITY. SINCE I WAS BACK LAST 
YEAR MOST OF THE BUSINESSES THAT WERE ON THE ELMWOOD STRIP ARE ONCE 
AGAIN "FOR RENT." I SAW EACH DAY MEN AND WOMEN GOING AROUND WITH 
SHOPPING CARTS LOOKING FOR CANS, BOTTLES, ANYTHING TO SELL. THAT THE 
CHILDREN OF BUFFALO ARE LOOKING AT WHAT THE ELDER PEOPLE OF BUFFALO 
ARE LIVING NOW BREAKS MY HEART. I STILL WANT TO MOVE BACK TO MY 
HOMETOWN. BUFFALO PEOPLE ARE LIKE NO OTHER. IT'S THE PEOPLE 
CONTROLLING THE CITY WHO KEEP REPEATING AND REPEATING THE PREVIOUS 
MISTAKES OF PAST ADMINISTRATIONS.

Posted by: Faith | August 30, 2007 at 11:49 AM 

Buffalo is on life support in large measure because there are no checks and balances. In 
most cities the media (press and TV news) exert pressure on out of control politicians and 
institutions. Not so in Buffalo. 

The Buffalo TV News departments almost never bite the hand that feeds them and almost 
never challenge the political power structure.

 
Where are their TV station editorials? Long gone. Why? No guts? Maybe there is no 
percentage in speaking out.

 
The Buffalo News editoriializes from soup to nuts but they end up endorsing the same old 
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suspects - the entrenched office holders, ensuring the status quo - which amounts to no 
changes, no innovations, no new leadership. 

 
All the Buffalo expatriots repeat the same old mantra in these pages. They write that Buffalo 
doesnt change. 

 
Here is a micro-example. Channel 2 News reported that the Buffalo school students need to 
purchase a list of school supplies that cost almost $100. Some teacher is levying what 
amounts to a hidden tax on each student. A family with 3 kids gets hit with this $300 tax. 
Outrageous and unacceptable. $20 maybe, but not $100. 

 
Instead of confronting the teachers or administrators and backing them into a corner, 
Channel 2 sponsored a fund drive for school packbacks and supplies for "poorer students".

 
Instead of fighting this injustice and taking on the schools, this TV station just rolled over. 
Charity is not called for, justice is. (I should point out that other media did less or nothing at 
all.)

 
This small injustice would not stand in other cities because the media would be climbing all 
over one another to expose the injustice and solve the problem. 

 
But not in Buffalo. Here, injustices last for decades. In Buffalo, the toll booths at the gates of 
the city last for half a century. 

 
In other cities the Iraq war and other critical issues have been debated extensively for years. 
But the so-called "voice of Buffalo" has no debates on Iraq. Period. Unbelievable! 

 
Let them go to war, let them pay the tolls, let them shell out the $100 for school supplies. Let 
them eat cake.

 
The Buffalo media has been AWOL for the past generation and it shows in hundreds of ways. 
In recent years they have been staging a comeback of sorts, in fits and starts, but its too little, 
too late. 

 
This impoverished city eeks out it's survival on life support, under the benign neglect of the 
Democratic party and with a media too timid to take a stand. 

The Buffalo news media lives in a universe of slogans and self promotion and hype. They 
need to replace all that self serving garbage with action. 
But that takes corporate courage and I don't think they have it.  

 
 

Posted by: BobbyCat | August 30, 2007 at 11:19 AM 

Thank You Ron!!!! I couldn't of said it any better. Buffalo is dead because of the political back 
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scatching, union influence, being part of the worst run state in the union, NIMBY attitudes, 
and a complete rejection to change by the some of the people of western NY. I've been out of 
Buffalo for almost 10 years now, I've lived in three different cities in that time and can't 
believe my ears when I hear about what still goes on in western NY. It's unbelievable to me 
that people are willing to fight so hard to block a casino that potetially is to be built on a 
BROWN FIELD!! Not in a thriving area, not in some of the most coverted land in the US, a 
BROWN FIELD!! Geneous people. How a bout that new Bridge. Don't want to rush things, I 
understand, it's only been about a decade. That sounds real familiar to the airport debocle. It 
took the politians only about 10-15 years to build the new airport. Nowhere else in America 
does this happen. 

Posted by: michael | August 30, 2007 at 11:19 AM 

I moved to Western NY 8 years ago and financially it ruined me. We moved from WNY 9 
months ago and the light at the end of the tunnel is not a train. We live in a 2800 sq ft home 
with 5 beds 3.5 baths in a great neighborhood and schools in St. Louis area, the same home 
in WNY would be the same price but the property taxes would be 3-4 times more. Until you 
have a complete overhaul of the political nature of NY Buffalo will continue to fail. Within 5 
miles of my home, there are 22 new buildings being built. For those of you staying in New 
York, GOOD LUCK, for those of you willing to change, good things await outside the gates of 
the political wasteland called New York.

Posted by: Keith | August 30, 2007 at 11:05 AM 

Economics has left this city behind. Shortsighted politics hasn't helped. Poverty doesn't stop 
at the city line, but you would think it does by the way things go around here. No part of 
government or society in general seems to want to work together. The operative philosophy 
seems to be I've got mine. Where is the will to make the city work. Why is the UB campus 
isolated out in a swamp with no connection to Buffalo or Niagara Falls? Why don't we have a 
regional mass transit scheme? Oh I forgot the criminals(blacks) will ride it out to rob people
(like they can't steal a car). Mass transit isn't a silver bullet but it is something that makes a 
city work. People rich or poor have to get around in order for a city to work. The writing is on 
the wall oil is running out and the Buffalo Niagara metropolitan area seems to have given up 
on the future and is incapable of planning for one. There are finite transportation resources 
we can build more roads or we can build mass transit. 

Posted by: Ed | August 30, 2007 at 10:53 AM 

So, do we continually pay demands of Bass Pro and others who DO NOT make 
commitments to time and the benefits to Buffalo!

We need companies who will guarantee adding jobs and wages to overcome the continual 
closings of businesses.

Posted by: Ruth Harvey | August 30, 2007 at 10:50 AM 

The whole talk about Buffalo "turning the corner"... or things are finally changing... 
I have heard that talk all my life, and it never seems to happen 
My wife and I finally had to move, despite the warning from Buffalo natives that Tampa is 
more expensive, hurricanes hitting every other day, it is a dying economy, there is higher 
crime, that we are giving up on the city we were born in

I do have to admit, the higher crime one I had to laugh about, because as we were told this, 
we were seeing a car pull up to a known drug house right off of the main section of Hertel ave 
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Keep in mind, after numerous phone calls to the police, they had yet to do anything about 
said drug house, probably because it wouldnt make the news for good ol Byron Brown's war 
on crime

After a year outside of NY... every single one of those warning proved to be fales (well, cant 
control the hurricanes LOL)... which proved another point to me, which is that many Buffalo 
natives actually believe that there is no greener pastures out there 
Rather sad really

I wish you all the best back in the good ol B-Lo ... but for your own sakes, please wake up 
and smell the coffee, before it is too late for your city

Posted by: Mark | August 30, 2007 at 10:45 AM 

I guess I am somewhat ignorant of economics. Can someone explain how Wal-Mart, Bass 
Pro and stores like that equal "progress" or "growth."

I recently took a trip to Cleveland. I stayed downtown. It wasn't that bad. There was plenty to 
do within walking distance. There were people on the streets, living and working downtown. 
There was a University Campus(!) I didn't notice any Wal-Marts or Bass Pro stores 
downtown. I'm not saying they aren't to be found within the city limits, but I just didn't see any 
downtown. Let alone prominently displayed as the centerpiece of a redevelopment effort. 
Apparetnly, Cleveland found other ways to achieve progress. And, though being ranked just 
above Buffalo in terms of poverty is nothing to brag about, it still means they are ahead of 
Buffalo.

I'm not even trying to say Cleveland is better. It's just different. Hopefully, a new, downtown 
Bass Pro will allow Buffalo to leapfrog Cleveland for the honor of being 2nd only to Detroit as 
America's poorest large city.

Posted by: Brad | August 30, 2007 at 10:29 AM 

Buffalo will find its way out of poverty when people start taking responsibility for themselves. 
Too often while heading to the medical campus for work each morning I see loads of people 
simply loitering around. There is an entire class of people in this city that wake up to do 
absolutely nothing, contributing nothing to society or even themselves (they leave that to the 
tax payer). And for the others that work and struggle with Buffalo's economy, I have a simple 
answer: blue-collar work is gone so get educated or prepare to enter the service industry. 

Posted by: Mel | August 30, 2007 at 10:13 AM 

WHEN IS BUFFALO AND THE STATE OF NEW YORK GOING TO DO SOMETHING? I 
LOST MY JOB IN BUFFALO YEARS AGO BECAUSE OF THE CRIME AND THE CITY 
DOING NOTTING! MOVE TO FL. 3 YEARS AGO AND WOULD LOVE TO MOVE BACK. 
PUT CAN'T MOVE BACK BECAUSE OF NO JOBS OR THE ONES THERE, DO NOT PAY 
WELL. THIS HAS BEEN GOING ON FOR OVER 40 YEARS. HOW MUCH LONGER IS 
THIS GOING TO KEEP HAPPENING? IS THE CITY AND STATE GOING TO WAIT INTILL 
EVERYONE MOVES OUT?

Posted by: BOB COOK | August 30, 2007 at 10:10 AM 

I grew up in the Buffalo area. Lancaster is where I've spent most of my years. I went to Vegas 
for a few years and missed NY so I came back last summer. I Regret coming back here. I 
wish I would have stayed in Vegas. At least there are jobs there and they pay much better. 
Property Taxes are Less than Half of what NY is. Politics are almost never heard of. Vegas is 
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smooth unlike Buffalo is Rough. What happened to Western NY? Why has it become such a 
run down city and a horrible place to live? I Know why. Most is due to Greedy ignorant 
Politicians. Then there are the Ignorant stupid people that say.."NO Walmart"..."No Bass 
Pro"..."No Progress"..."No Waterfront Upgrades Wanted". Then there are the people that live 
in the city of Buffalo that like their houses lookin like PigPens which is partially due to high 
taxes which is due to the Ignorant Politicians. Buffalo has such a High opportunity but 
Nobody wants to do anything about it and take advantage of the situation. I am only 32 years 
old and I think Western NY Sucks. This has got to be one of the Worst places to live. One of 
the Worst places to raise kids. Unless you are a Politician, Buffalo is Not the place to be. 

Posted by: Karl | August 30, 2007 at 10:07 AM 

It's easy for superintendent James A Williams to say that "It's difficult,but not impossible to 
do",In regards to getting school supplies.This comes from a man that makes250,000.00 a 
year. I have an idea,how about Mr.Williams start doing his job.He can start by getting funding 
for the schools to take some of the heat from the parents,after all wasn't he the one that said 
"It's difficult,but not impossible to do". 

Posted by: christy | August 30, 2007 at 10:06 AM 

"You think Buffalo is poor because citizens are blocking this Bass Pro? Really? What other 
businesses have tried to open that got blocked by a group of rowdy citizens? On top of that, it 
seems like the political machinery does whatever it wants. If they want a Bass Pro, they'll get 
one. You're telling us that citizen groups who are stubbornly and blindly against "progess" 
have been able to effectively bring the wheels to a screeching halt for the last 50 years? 
Really? Is that all there is to it?"

Yes I do think that is one of the main problems. Take a look at the projects they have fought 
against for the past 20 years because of special interests. How's that new bridge coming 
along? Buffalo has a lot of poor people but it also seems we have a lot of not so poor. 
$300,000 condos are selling like hotcakes as are downtown apartments.

Ever look at who the members of these special interest groups are? Oddly they seem to be 
made up mostly of very well to do folks who have decided that only they can decide what 
Buffalo needs. Remember what happened when a very successful restaraunt tried to expand 
on Elmwood avenue? 

Personal interests, politicians who can't look past their party. 

Posted by: Ron | August 30, 2007 at 10:01 AM 

Does the census report take into consideration cost of living. It is easy to say Buffalo at 
27,500 median income is the 3rd lowest in the nation but what does that really mean. 
Looking only at housing costs and it is easy to see why Buffalo residents make less. There 
are not many places in the US where you can buy a home for under $100,000 or rent an 
apartment for $400. I moved out of WNY for employment purposes 5 years ago and where I 
live townhouses for for $200,000+ and a plain 2 bedroom apartment goes for $1000.

I think it would be very possible to support a family in Buffalo on 27,500-but you would have 
to budget well.

Posted by: Joe | August 30, 2007 at 09:59 AM 

To the long time dominant Democratic party: Keep up the good work.
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Posted by: Paul | August 30, 2007 at 09:52 AM 

This kind of report ignores the fact that income is only one part of a standard of living.

But, Buffalo could turn this around with a modern "homesteading" law which would allow a 
new build to acquire city property free (with conditions) and tax abatements for 5-10 years.

Posted by: Jim S | August 30, 2007 at 09:41 AM 

I work with the public in the city of Buffalo. Everyday, I meet teenage, single mothers of 3, 4, 
or 5 children. These women have no education, no job skills, no family support or assistance 
from their partners (read fathers) and no reliable source of income, yet they continue to bring 
new children into the world. 
Why? 
Any sympathy I have disappears immediately...these are dumb and selfish choices these 
women are making.

Posted by: Nathan Parker | August 30, 2007 at 09:38 AM 

You think Buffalo is poor because citizens are blocking this Bass Pro? Really? What other 
businesses have tried to open that got blocked by a group of rowdy citizens? On top of that, it 
seems like the political machinery does whatever it wants. If they want a Bass Pro, they'll get 
one. You're telling us that citizen groups who are stubbornly and blindly against "progess" 
have been able to effectively bring the wheels to a screeching halt for the last 50 years? 
Really? Is that all there is to it? 

Posted by: Brad | August 30, 2007 at 09:32 AM 

Why poor? Maybe it's because every time any business tries to open here the first thing that 
happens is some "citizen" group forms to fight their efforts. These self appointed groups are 
dedicated to making sure that every new building or business plans meet their personal 
agendas. For some they hide behind foolish preservation ideas. For others they don't want it 
"in my back yard". Just look at the snobs fighting the 20 story condo at Gates Circle. 

Progress in Buffalo..... not until people accept that the city needs to come first, not their 
special agendas.

The other problem is that our politicians have forgotten that the city needs to come first, not 
the political party.

Posted by: Ron | August 30, 2007 at 09:12 AM 
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